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THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ADLINGTON, 




Victoria  Tbrrace, 

Adlington,  Lancs, 

March,  1920. 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Adlington  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Eighth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  township  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1919. 

The  area  of  the  township  remains  the  same,  and  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  is  947. 

The  population,  according  to  the  Registrar  General’s 
return,  is  estimated  at  4,390  for  births,  and  4,214  for 
deaths,  giving  an  average  of  4-63  per  house,  as  compared 
to  4 43  in  1918,  and  4 88  in  1916. 

Births.  The  births  total  103,  including  one  inward 
transfer,  compared  to  73  last  year,  consisting  of  58  males 
and  48  females,  and  include  three  illegitimate  males  and 
one  illegitimate  female;  increase  most  noticeable  when 
comparing  the  first  quarter,  10  births,  to  the  last  quarter, 
40  births. 

Twins  were  registered  twice.  These  figures  give  a 
birth-rate  of  24’ 1 per  1,000,  compared  to  17  2 for  1918,  or 
an  increase  of  6 9 over  the  previous  year,  and  an  increase 
of  2 5 over  the  mean  birth-rate  of  21  3 for  the  previous  10 
years;  also  an  increase  of  5*6  per  1,000  over  the  average 
birth-rate  of  18*5  for  England  and  Wales — a very  satisfac- 
tory state  compared  to  my  previous  reports. 

Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  registered, 
including  inward  transferable  deaths  as  accepted  by  the 
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Registrar  General,  is  46,  consisting  of  15  males  and  31 
females,  which,  calculated  by  the  above  population,  gives  a 
death-rate  of  10  9 per  1,000,  compared  to  18-2  in  1918, 
11*6,  the  mean  average  death-rate  for  the  previous  10  years, 
and  to  13*8,  the  average  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
Put  in  other  words,  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  death- 
rate  of  2 3 over  the  previous  year,  of  0 7 over  the  mean  of 
the  previous  10  years,  and  of  2-9  over  that  of  England 
and  Wales. 


This  marked  improvement,  both  in  the  birth-rate  and 
death-rate,  especially  afier  the  severe  epidemic  of  influenza, 
is  a very  gratifying  feature  of  the  year’s  report,  and  is 
further  exemplified  when  we  come  to  consider  the  epidemic, 
phthisis,  and  infantile  death-rate. 


The  epidemic  death-rate  this  year  is  0 47,  compered  to 
0 79  in  1918,  and  0*91,  the  mean  of  the  previous  10  years. 
In  other  words,  about  one-half  of  the  mean  of  the  previous 
10  years. 


The  phthisis  death-rate  is  0’71,  compared  to  l -05  for 
1918,  and  0 81,  the  mean  of  the  previous  10  years,  a 
decrease  of  0*34  and  010  respectively,  and  approaching  the 
near  previous  record,  although  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  is  the  same,  viz.,  three  females  and  one 
male. 


Infantile  Mortality.  Six  infantile  deaths  have  been 
registered,  two  being  males  and  four  females,  one  of  the 
latter  being  illegitimate.  The  total  is  two  less  than  last 
year,  and  gives  an  average  death-rate  of  47  per  1,000  births, 
compared  to  68  in  1918,  79  the  mean  of  the  previous  10 
years,  and  89  for  England  and  Wales.  That  is  a diminu- 
tion of  21,  32  and  42  respectively,  or  very  nearly  again  the 
record  for  this  township  so  far  as  I know  it. 


As  in  former  years,  the  greatest  number  of  deaths 
take  place  at  the  two  extreme  periods  of  life,  viz.,  five 
under  12  months,  and  27  over  40  years,  of  which  latter  20 
are  over  60  years  of  age. 
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Classification  of  Deaths. 
Infectious  Diseases: — 

Influenza 

3 

Tubercular  Diseases  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

Meningeal  Tubercular 

1 

Other  Tubercular  Disease 

1—  5 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

3 

Heart  Diseases 

8 

Respiratory  Diseases 

3—11 

Diarrhoea,  under  two  years  of  age  ... 

2 

(including  Gastro  Enteritis) 
General  Diseases  : — 

Meningitis 

1 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease 

4 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

2—  9 

Other  Defined  Diseases  : — 

Stricture  of  the  Uretha  .. 

2 

Cerebral  Tumour 

1 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

1 

Senility 

2 

Chronic  Epilepsy 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

Disseminated  Selerosis  ... 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

Friedreich’s  Ataxia 

1 

Abscess  and  Septic  Absorption 

1 

Mongolism 

1—13 

46 

Infantile  Deaths  : — 

Diarrhoea  Gastro  Enteritis 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

2 

Premature  Birth 

1 

(One  of  these  deaths  was  that  of  an  illegitimate). 
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Infectious  Diseases  : — 

Forty-seven  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
during  the  year,  and  include  Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentry, 
added  to  the  schedule  of  Reportable  Diseases  since  my  last 
report : — 


Malaria 

• . . 

4 

Dysentry 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

..  . 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

• • • 

11 

Erysipelas 

• • • 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

• • . 

12 

Tubercular  Diseases  : — 

Tuberculosis  Lungs... 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

5- 

- 11 

47 

The  cases  of  Diphtheria,  and  all  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  special 
disinfection  of  the  premises  made  by  your  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  All  these  cases  occurred  during  the  third  and 
fourth  quarters  of  the  year,  and  threatened  at  one  time  to 
become  epidemic,  but  this  was  happily  averted. 


The  Tubercular  Diseases  were  made  up  of : — 

6 
2 

1 
1 
1 

11 

Bacteriological  Examinations  : — 

Eleven  specimens,  three  of  blood  tests  and  eight  of 
sputum,  were  investigated  by  the  Clinical  Research  Asso- 
ciation. These  examinations  are  very  helpful,  both  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Medical  Practitioners  in 
your  district,  especially  as  Yeneral  Diseases  are  now 
included  in  the  list. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs... 

Cervical  Glands  ... 
Knee  Joint 
Hip  Joint 
Mesenteric  Glands 
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General  Sanitation. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  947,  and  the 
average  number  of  residents  per  house  is  2 above  that  of 
1918.  This  is  an  undesirable  feature,  and  the  tendency  to 
crowded  dwellings  can  only  be  mitigated  by  the  prompt 
carrying  out  of  the  Council’s  scheme  for  the  building  of 
new  houses  already  decided  upon. 


The  following  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  above 
houses  is  tabulated  and  compared  with  1918: — 


Privy  Closets 
Privy  Middens 
Fresh  Water  Closets... 
Waste  Water  Closets 
Pail  Closets 


1919 

1918 

466 

473 

466  ... 

473 

444  ... 

437 

80  ... 

30 

5 ... 

5 

Portable  receptacles  for  refuse  841. 


The  Water  Supply  and  General  Scavenging,  as  in 
previous  years,  is  satisfactory,  and  I have  not  been  informed 
of  any  nuisance  connected  therewith. 

Schools. 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  remains  good. 
They  were  closed  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  for 
influenza,  and  well  disinfected  before  re-opening. 

Food  Supply. 

The  control  of  the  Food  Supply  still  remains  in  the 
hands  of  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  there  has  been  a freedom  of  any  outbreak  of  food 
poisoning  of  any  kind,  and  only  two  specimens  of  beef 
were  surrendered  as  unsound. 


'Hie  following  local  sources  of  food  supply  have  been 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory  : — 


Cow  Keepers,  registered 

... 

14 

Milk  Purveyors  ,, 

14 

Bakehouses... 

. . . 

10 

Chip  Potato  Shops 

. . . 

7 

Butchers 

3 

Tlie  slaughter-houses  have  not  been  used  duiing  the 

year. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

This  Act,  as  touching  the  health  authorities,  has  not 
provided  you  with  any  cause  of  complaint.  Improvement 
in  the  sanitary  accommodation,  and  the  provision  of  a 
refreshment  room,  is  being  made  at  one  large  works,  and 
when  fully  in  use,  should  prove  very  satisfactory.  Smoke 
tests  are  still  kept  in  abeyance. 

The  total  number  of  factories  is  10,  and  that  of  the 
workshops  28,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

The  general  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Act  has 
remained  in  suspension  during  the  year. 

Twenty-four  informal  notices,  and  one  statutory 
notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  were  sent  out 
during  the  year.  All  the  nuisances  complained  of  were 
abated  without  legal  proceedings  being  resorted  to. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  has  been 
kept  in  a very  satisfactory  state,  and  I have  nothing  to 
which  I particularly  wish  to  draw  your  attention,  except  to 
ask  you  to  push  on  with  your  scheme  under  the  Housing 
Act,  and  also  to  consider  the  desirability  of  causing  the 
conversion  of  all  privy  middens  to  the  water  carriage 
system  at  an  early  date. 

I remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  RIGBY, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


